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WAJIBU has published two
previous issues on the AIDS
pandemic.1 There is no need

to justify  another issue on this topic.
Although there is certainly more
awareness on the various causes of the
pandemic than there was in the 1990s,
we can by no means afford to be com-
placent on this subject. New cases
continue to be reported regularly and
there are still people living with the
virus who are stigmatized or are dis-
criminated against.

In this issue, in addition to high-
lighting the good work of community
groups and some NGOs, we are giv-
ing special attention to the role played
by faith communities in the struggle
against the pandemic. Although it had
generally been assumed that most of
the responses in the struggle against
the pandemic were coming from the
Government and from NGOs, it has
become obvious that many faith com-
munities have been doing much work
among the HIV/AIDS infected and
affected population without seeking
publicity for this. Evidence of this
work came first to light in a report of
a study undertaken in the last quarter
of 2002 in sixteen districts in Kenya.
The study, the first of its kind in the
country, came up with interesting rev-
elations into the structure, operations
and competencies of congregational
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sale of back issues on p.  11.
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